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Automobile Symbolism in F. Scott Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby

This study investigates F. Scott Fitzgerald’s automobile symbolism in his representative American work, The Great Gatsby. The study aims to demonstrate how the traditional American values such as freedom, social mobility, equality of opportunity, progress, as the cornerstones of the distinct American character and collective consciousness, were reified by the automobile, and how the use of automobile deflates these values in the novel. This essay strives to give an extensive and versatile analysis of Fitzgerald’s automobile symbolism investigating it from many aspects. Highlighting the social, cultural, economic and philosophical dimension of automobile symbolism the study analyses the automobile’s impact on the national consciousness and American values in relation to changes in the 1920s modern America. As such, it investigates how these challenged values reflect the impact of the automobile on the transformation of space-time perception, the capitalistic market economy, the altered social and human relations, and the racial politics of the Twenties America. Fitzgerald’s narrative treatment of the automobile signifies the ambiguous effects of the practice of automobility on American minds, since as the instrument of modernity it both manifests and undermines the American values.



