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Endangered ryuukyuuan languages-the use of dialect among younger generations

In the first part of the paper, we represent the current situation of the Okinawan dialects. A brief review is given about the characteristics of the dialects, from historical, geographical, and political aspects, focusing on the actions taken in order to preserve the dialects. In connection with the dialect sustention, the paper describes the activities of the different organizations, including speech competitions, radio programs, newspapers, and videos from the internet. It also deals with the linguistic problems and questions of both the oral and written form of the language.
In the second part of the paper the results of the questionnarie are presented. The participants of this research were born in Okinawa prefecture, but they are all university students on the main island of Japan. The aim of this survey was to examine how the dialect use of these students changed, after they had left their home island.
Based on the results of the survey and research, the following conclusion can be made: Although Okinawan students in the main island do speak their dialects, but on a lover level compared to the older generations. Neither the current state of the dialect, nor the exact extent of the assimilation can be made, due to lack of precise researches. In spite of the efforts made by the locals to preserve these dialects, the disappearance of the endangered dialects can not be stoped. This paper also higlights the absolute necessity and importance of up to date and precise data associated with the Okinawan dialects.



