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Theatrical Tradition in Contemporary Japanese Film

It is a well-known fact for the experts who deal with the history of the Japanese film that its first decades were greatly influenced by the traditional theatrical genres. The technical and thematic components of both the no, kabuki and joruri puppet theatre can be observed in the films shot before World War II.

One question can be rightfully asked: to what extent is it possible that the inspiring power of the tradition survives in the Japanese world where in the last few decades the fixed social norms have substantially changed?

The goal of this essay is to demonstrate that turning back to the Japanese theatre traditions, even if in a smaller extent, is still an active part of the directors’ approach.
After reviewing the basic paradigms and some minor examples, two well-known Japanese films (Kaneto Shindo: A Last Note and Takeshi Kitano: Dolls) are analysed from a certain point of view – in what details can we discover the influence of the theatrical art.
The different examples are illustrated with quotations from plays and with photos taken from the films.



