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The status of the Hungarian personal pronouns in the pronominal cycle 

In my study I explain the heterogeneity of the Hungarian personal pronouns by means of a universal linguistic change: the pronominal cycle. I argue that the Hungarian personal pronouns have three distinct classes: personal pronouns in focus/contrastive topic position, personal pronouns in topic position and personal pronouns in postverbal position. In my theory these pronouns fall into Cardinaletti & Starke’s (1994) three pronominal types: the strong pronominal type, the weak pronominal type and the clitic type.
In my research I distinguish three phases of the pronominal cycle. These phases are equal to the three types of pronouns. With the proposed classification of the Hungarian pronouns it is easy to place the classes of the Hungarian personal pronouns in the pronominal cycle. I argue that the class of the personal pronouns in focus/contrastive topic position is in the strong phase in the cycle, the class of the personal pronouns in topic position is between the strong and the weak phase. It almost reaches the weak phase. The class of the personal pronouns in postverbal position is in halfway between the weak and the clitic phase.
The results of the study can be useful for the research of pronouns. I argued that the three types of pronouns (strong, weak and clitic) are found in Hungarian. This fact could be important in the research of the universality of the pronoun types. Cardinaletti & Starke (1994) argued that these types are found in some languages but the universality of the types would need further researches. The study can be very important for the understanding of the heterogeneity of the Hungarian pronouns and in the research of the pronominal cycle. The research is based on representative sentences and it is written in the generative theoretical framework.



