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The Rearrangement of the Argument Structure in Hungarian Causatives

The main purpose of the research is to explore whether the agent of the transitive base verb can be considered a structurally more prominent argument than the patient (1a) or rather less prominent than the obligatory arguments (1b) in the factitive causative construction.
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In fact, in the causative construction an external argument is added to the structure. Consequently, the agent of the base verb – the so-called causee – is realised in the causative construction as an argument with –vEl suffix (Komlósy 2000). Regarding its position, Bartos (2011) argues that it can be found in VoiceP which projects CauseP containing the causer, while Bene (2008) claims that the causer occupies the position of the agent and the causee becomes an optional adjunct.
In order to determine the argument hierarchy, first I apply Binding Principle A. According to Binding Principle A, an antecedent can bind only an anaphor that it c-commands (2).
[image: ]
Another device for testing c-command relations can be pronominal variable binding, which I also apply for sentences such as (3):
[image: ]
According to Larson’s (1988) hypothesis, adjuncts occupy a lower position than the arguments. Thus, in case (2b) and (3b) are unacceptable, I conclude that binding is impossible because the original agent is in an adjunct position. Further evidence for this assumption is that the presence of the causee is optional similarly to that of the agent of the passive construction.
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(1) Base structure. agent>patient
Cansative:  a. causer>agent>patient
b. canser>patient>adjunct
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Megverctem Sket, egymissal,
beat-ISGPRESCAUS  them-ACC  cach other-INSTR

Megveretem velitk, egymist;
beat-ISGPRES.CAUS  them- INSTR cach other-ACC
Tmake them beat each other.”
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(3) a. Megkerestcttem  mindenkit; a pro, anyjéval.
find-1SG-PAST-CAUS everybody-ACC ~ their mother-INSTR
“I'had everybody be found by their mother.”

b. Megkerestettem  mindenkivel,  a pro; anyjt.
find-1SG-PAST-CAUS _everybody-INSTR their mother-ACC
“I'had their mother be found by everybodsy.




