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The problem-based teaching/learning and its application on the fields of humanities

The instructional method of problem-based learning is a response, among others, to acquire the new types of skills and abilities of our rapidly developing world, and to upgrade then continually. It targets not only problem-solving thinking, but also social skills, critical thinking and self-directed learning. In recent decades, the method of problem-based learning has been used primarily in science education, in teaching mathematics and in engineering education. However, in the case of humanities its developmental potentials are still untapped in Hungary. The study investigates the foundations of problem-based learning as regards its learning theory and history. Based on a review of the relevant international and Hungarian literature, the most important characteristics and applications of the method are introduced, the interpretations of problem-based learning goals are demonstrated, and the empirical findings on its efficiency are discussed. After giving a general overview, the study examines the application of problem-based learning in a relatively neglected area, in teaching mother tongue communication and literature. With many examples from public and higher education, the study confirms that these areas are suitable for the application of problem-based learning. The paper discusses the methodological aspects of problem-based learning, for instance the questions of the organisation of learning, monitoring and assessment. The extensive literature review and the international examples and experiences can serve as a starting point for recognising, testing and evaluating the method nationwide.



