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Disabled children’s vision of their future, and how it alters under new and special experiences

„Disabled children’s vision of their future, and how it alters under new and special experiences” was the subject of my specialization thesis. In the course of the research I found that disabled children did not have a realistic conception of their future. During the programs they had said and done things that made me suppose that they had little experience of “outside” life, beyond school and family. But getting experiences and participating in programs that improved self-knowledge and emotional intelligence were good answers for all of those problems.
To continue these programs and to support efforts to integrate, in the summer of 2012 I organized a horse camp for both healthy and disabled children. In this thesis I am researching the results and the mental effects of this free-time integrative program. I believe that this type of program can be a good foundation for successful institutional integration.
Besides the immediate effects in the thesis I am studying the long-term changes, too. I am using a questionnaire for it. The basis of this research is integration and experimental education. I touch upon the conditions of a successful program, and the advantages of some circumstances and activity forms. I study the children’s approach (their experiences, possible stereotypes) before and after the camp, seeking the altering factors. I investigate the success of the camp programs in respect of their effect on the children – beneficial time, living the experiences, and how interpersonal relationships are changing. Furthermore, my goal is to shed light on the differences between how “normal” and disabled kids live the experiences, or rather how we can impose a positive impact on that.
Finally, I announce the achievements and their applicability in education. I hope that with this research I can contribute to making the integrative programs more colorful and effective.



