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Construction of the self-concept in the work of Alaine Polcz: Woman in the war

Woman in the war, tries to construct the “self”. In the theoretical part of my work I am introducing the concept of the autobiography, the construction of the women’s identity, the problem of remembrance-forgetting, the effect of traumatic remembrance, and the absorbtional techniques of trauma. First of all, I am concerned about how can the “self” express herself linguistically, and what kind of effects influence the self and her self-understanding, secondly, how the trauma deforms the self-concept and in what way the self-interpretation has changed. In the practical part of my work, I am attempting to interpret the autobiography, where I am not observing only the mentioned identity-formative techniques, but I am applying the feminist criticism’s point of view in order to analyze the husband-wife relationship. The main purpose of my interpretation is to observe changes related to the “self” caused by the traumatic remembrance, and to investigate the way of speech in the text-constructed self.
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