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Stroke-related web queries and disease-specific general knowledge of Hungarian students

Introduction: Health-related information is generally collected from the web by students in high school and in higher education, thus this young population could provide a promising subgroup for stroke prevention. Our goal was to evaluate the information content of Hungarian stroke-related websites, as well as their usability and usefulness.
Methods: A questionnaire was filled out by 321 students. 15 questions were asked - all having relevant answers on the internet - concerning the incidence, prevention and treatment of stroke and rehabilitation of post-stroke patients. This was followed by a short period of time in which the group was provided a 25-minute long browsing session, at the end of which the participants were asked to fill out the previously introduced questionnaire again. Search queries and web activity were recorded and analysed. Structure and content of visited sites were also evaluated.
Results: General stroke-related knowledge of the aforementioned students was relatively insufficient and these results did not improve remarkably after the 25 minutes long browsing session (53±13% vs. 63±14%). Significant improvement was only found in question groups related to the incidence of stroke, but therapy-related answers showed no improvements at all.
90% of students used the first website advised by search engines to the simplest keyword (stroke), thus certain sites were read more frequently. These webpages listed incidence-related information first, which was followed by the definition, prevention, and therapy of the disease. This could explain the elevated improvement rate regarding the incidence-related questions.
Conclusion: Visitors who are trying to collect relevant information on stroke specific websites could be halted by several obstacles, as broad and detailed descriptions could not always satisfy the needs of the targeted population.



