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Analysing parse transforms

With parse transforms in Erlang we can perform arbitrary transformations on syntax tree at compile time. This way, we can give to a syntactically correct code new semantics, that may differ from the original one. A practical use of parse transform is creating syntactic sugar. With an existing application we can use a more simpler record syntax in Erlang, then the default one.
RefactorErl is a static source code analyser and transformer tool for ​Erlang. To support code comprehension tasks, we have to analyse any Erlang source code correctly.
The application was not able to analyse code that contains parse transforms, did not recognize the modifications of it. Hence it was possible, that the new semantic was lost, that was resulted by the transformation. Therefore we have to handle somehow parse transforms, and process modifications made by them.
In this paper I try to find ways to analyse parse transforms, and i give an algorithm, that analyses the result of the transformation, and does not deal with its semantic.



