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The Architectural Aspect of Tramway Stations in Hungary

Our dissertation discusses the architecture of Hungary’s public transport system, and specifically covers the topic of design and practicability of tramway stations.
Buildings and structures are playing a major role in the urban public transport, since they make the fluent flow of commuting possible and provide comfort and temporary accommodation for people.
Beside the requirements of public transport vehicles, stations are the most important factor in the traffic condition. A tramway stop must comply with architectural, technical, safety and universal design requirements. If all these were designed and carried out carefully, we could consider it as a fully functional building in regards of the 21st century’s expectations.
This essay focuses on the analysis of tram stops in Budapest, Szeged, Miskolc and Debrecen. Taking local inspections and public-opinion polls we analyse the stations in the following aspects: architecture (form, materials, surface and originality), practicability (approachability, capacity, safety and passenger information), and accessibility (guide paths and other demands of disabled persons).
These opinions then will be compared to a well-functioning foreign example. We are planning to design and make an architectural visualization of an ideal tramway stop in the light of passengers’ and architects’ views.
Through this work it would be possible to picture an average person’s demands who mostly commutes with public transport, and find the most adequate way to design and build a tramway station which is attractive both for the passengers and for the critics, and satisfies every demand of functionality and universal design.
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