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Word - Faith - Authority. The Healing of the Centurion's Servant at Capernaum in the Gospel of Matthew

Jesus Christ is the source of the Christian faith through His teachings and works. He is also the object of it. This is what the life and attitude of the centurion from Capernaum shows in Matthew 8:5−13. This paper approaches the question of faith from this perspective. It discusses the behavior which derives and comes from Jesus, but also points at Him. Matthew emphasizes that Jesus’ authority, origin, and existence are divine. He has the power of His Father and he proves this through the teachings and the great collection of miracles in chapters 8 and 9 of the gospel. Due to Jesus’ manifestation the centurion puts all his trust and faith in him. Jesus rewards him for his faith by healing his servant. The present paper examines this event in the context of word, faith, and authority, having in the centre of attention Jesus Christ as the main figure of the narrative.
In the first part of the paper we draft the structure of Matthew’s Gospel and define the principles of the gospel’s main theological message. Afterwards we show the role of the miracle collection in chapters 8 and 9, providing an inside look and also a theological interpretation of the narrative in question.



