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Fable, tale and story, the kingdom is darkey… Exegesis of Jotham’s story (Judges 9,8–15) 

Concerning the genre and the sense of the Judges 9,8–15, it is a controversial fragment. R. Bartelmus sees it as parable, K. Schöpflin considers it a metaphorical narration; according to W. C. van Wyk, S. Tatu and W. G. Lambert it is a synkrisis, a frequent literary genre from the ancient Middle-East, however a significant number of researcher (K. Budde, W. Nowack, E. H. Maly, J. Ebach – U. Rüterswörden, R. Müller etc.) means it is a fable. Other disputed question is also the meaning of the story, if it is composed for a particular historical situation, namely against Abimelech’s kingdom or if it formulates a general and eternal truth about the institution kingdom/kingship, presenting it in a negative perspective. The paper seeks answers to these questions using the means of philology, of form criticism and of tradition criticism. After the definition of the genre, we highlight the message and the moral point of the text.



