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REGIONAL DIFFERENCES IN SUBSIDIES FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT IN ROMANIA AND HUNGARY
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In the European Union great emphasis is placed on the convergence of rural areas and on providing the necessary conditions for sustainable development, as more than 56% of the population of the 27 member states live in rural areas, which account for 91% of the total area of the EU. Rural development support programs allow Hungary and Romania to mitigate the economic, social and environmental problems of rural areas, which would be impossible by relying only on internal resources. It is appropriate to examine how well these countries have been able to take advantage of this opportunity.
The aim of my research is to assess the 2007-2013 rural development programs in the two neighbouring countries, along with the patterns of application within this programming period.
In my secondary research I analyze application activity by statistical methods. I analyze the amount of support typical for the particular regions and whether application activity is in correlation with the economic and social situation of these regions.
During my primary research I carried out indepth interviews with five Romanian and five Hungarian farmers and entrepreneurs. Throughout the interviews my focus was on attitudes about the EU applications and also on the possible experiences and opinions. The interviews were conducted between 19-23 August, 2013.
In summary, Romania and Hungary have not exploited EU rural development resources fully. For LEADER action groups in Romania it has been a period to learn and gain experience and they have had significantly less latitude than member states with more experience with the program.
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