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Examination of Kolb's learning style among Hungarian secondary school students in Vojvodina

Learning style is such a specific characteristic, which indicates the individual dominancies of perception, processing and application of information. The goal of this empirical research was the examination of the Kolb’s model based individual learning preferences among Hungarian students from secondary schools in Vojvodina. Hungarian students from a total of seven vocational and gymnasium secondary schools in Vojvodina were surveyed. The surveying was conducted in online form in the computer laboratories of the collaborative schools.
Through the research it was possible to determine the preference order of the particular learning variables, as well as the relations system of the learning variables according to type of school, grade and gender of students. The vertical longitudinal examination also made possible the examination of the variables’ and preference dimensions’ evolution in time.
In the dimension of information perception, the Hungarian students from Vojvodina mostly prefer concrete experiencing, while in the dimension of information processing they prefer active experimentation. The abstract conceptualisation is mostly specific for students attending the gymnasium schools. From the gender perspective, girls prefer active experimentation and concrete experiencing, while boys prefer abstract conceptualization through thinking.
Based on Kolb’s two preference dimensions, the particular learning style classification was determined in the system of four and also in the system of nine learning styles. Further investigation was conducted on relations between the learning style and the students’ gender, grade and the types of schools.
According to the analysis of the four learning styles model, Hungarian students in Vojvodina are mostly characterized by the accommodating style, followed by the divergent, convergent and finally the assimilating style. While the boys were mostly classified as accommodating and assimilating, the girls were mainly categorized as convergent and divergent. Between different school grades, the most varying is the proportion of the accommodative and divergent students. In the nine learning styles model, description of the specific characteristics is even more nuanced.



