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"First Will"

The paper deals with the meanings of the words voluntas and consensus as they are found in Abelard's Ethics. The central assertion of the Ethics is that sin is to be found in consensus and not in voluntas. It is evident that to engage with this claim we need to have a firm grip on the concepts of voluntas and consensus. This paper aims to offer a coherent reading of these concepts in the Ethics and concludes that this is, at worst, an impossible task, or at best, we can only thus give an unconvincing reading of the text.



