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The web technology's effect on library catalogs

As a student librarian, it's relevant for me to provide the processing, storage and traceability
of information. I think it's important, how can we access to informations which are
important to us in all walks of life. During my research, I examined, how did we get from the
card catalog to the electronic "world catalog", which wouldn't have been possible without
the establishment of the MARC standards, that can manage metadatas.
In my dissertation, I examine the web technology's effect on the librarian catalogs. The rapid
change of web technology affects all areas of library services, influences the composition
and processing of collections, from public libraries to scientific libraries.
My research focuses on the OCLC's aspirations and it's two important products, the
WorldCat and the so called virtual namespace, the VIAF. I think the libraries' future depends
on the OCLC's endeavours. Library groups can share their metadatas and sources, their
collective work's result saves money and time, which can appropriate to develop new
services. These services are well above the OPAC's usual possibilities. In my dissertation, I
examine these too. I'll touch upon the shared cataloging's language and character-set
problems, the offering of cellphone applications, the possibility of user-involvement in the
database constraction and the growing importance of folksonomy in searching. The web
technology opens the door to build a mesh network, which can graphically represent the
connection between authors and contributors, publishers and publications. The possibility to
choose a reference style can help in the making of bibliographic references. There are
further research opportunities in that GUI, which graphically decipts the requested author's
published works, whether they were published during his life or after his death.
Furthermore, it decipts the numerical occurrence of the literature about him in the libraries
per year. I pay great attention to the VIAF service, for it's outstanding importance in the
shared cataloging.
I'll examine an american public library's way of use of the web technology's possibilities for
it's expension of services.
Also, I'll examine in practice the impact of the shared cataloging princilpes on the domestic
MOKKA's services, and how does the hungarian public libraries - among them in more details
the University of Debrecen's University Library - connect to the system of the WorldCat.



