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The effect of foreign partnership and foreign trade activity on economic activity and social norms
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In our essay we examine the value- and norm forming activity of companies, based on the example observed in the second half of the 80's among the Hungarian companies involved in foreign trade activity.
After setting up a theoretical framework, where we used an instituional framework to analyze how companies effect their surrounding, we identified a channel through which they could have had an effect on social norms. We examined how the competitive pressure on foreign markets stimulated the domestic companies to reform their operation on very diverse levels and how it effected the social norms. We used interviews and descriptive statistical anaysis to justify the hypothesis, that changes in social norms and way of thinking have already started before the political system changed. We also show that trading companies had a significant role in this process, and the leaders of it had an important role as the governing elite after the transition.



