The Hungarian cultural policy and cultural financing system – like during all political cycles after the transition – went through some serious changes in the last four years. The Hungarian Academy of Arts appeared not only as a brand new element, that received substantial state financing, but it may also become a crucial part of the new system. The goal of our paper is to evaluate the effects of the appearance of this new institution on the state of the cultural financing system. We not only utilize Hungarian and international literature on the topic, supplemented by the analysis of legislation passed and the survey of media reaction, but also conducted expert interviews. These people from different backgrounds – but all connected to the arts and cultural policy – also have quite different angles on the issue. By the end of our work we position the Hungarian Academy of Arts in relation to the National Cultural Fund, and we try to answer why some serious problems persist in the system of cultural financing in Hungary. We show that although the Academy in itself is a source of many different conflicts, the answers rather lay with the fact that actors in this particular field of policy lack the initiative to relate important policy issues to each other, thus making a coherent approach impossible.
