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Representatives of a feather flock together

The paper examines the party discipline among the representatives of the 2010-2014 Hungarian parliamentary cycle based on their public voting records. A new indicator based on cluster analysis is introduced, which enables the researcher to either confirm, or reject hypotheses derived from the literature of political science using quantitative methods. The paper's findings show that party discipline intensified with the nearing of the next election, governing parliamentary groups experienced higher levels of party discipline than opposition parliamentary groups, and representatives that became nonaffiliated MPs after leaving a certain parliamentary group changed their voting behavior significantly: independents exhibited voting patterns more similar to other nonaffiliated MPs than the members of their former parliamentary groups or, in some cases, their voting behavior resembled the way members of a parliamentary group different from their former affiliation voted. 



