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Knowledge network analysis and cluster development

Keywords: knowledge network; cluster; local; network analysis
Clusters and the networks behind them are highlighted research areas in regional economics. The interest in knowledge networks as showing the flow of knowledge are intensified with the spread of the network analysis methods. The main question of this study is how knowledge network analysis can contribute to the development of clusters. After the overview of the significance of nodal regions, clusters and local networks in regional development, the role of knowledge networks is presented with the help of analysing the potential printing and paper product cluster in the region of Kecskemét. I would adjudge the importance of knowledge network analysis on the basis of my primary research experiences. The knowledge flow between firms of the printing cluster of Kecskemét was explored by a questionnaire involving 26 enterprises. The research is mainly based on the methods of network analysis featuring the structure and the main actors of the network. My main conclusions are that knowledge network exploration can help to examine the local embeddedness of the clusters, the type of connections between the firms, the network structure and also the identification of the most influential actors. Knowledge network exploration as a method supports the preparation of specialised cluster development.



