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Is Christian freedom real freedom?

One of the most detailed descriptions of Paul’s so called freedom-theology can be found in the Letter to the Galatians, chapter 5. Being free and being God’s child at the same time without being under the Law or being circumcised caused to the Galatians a great dilemma. In order to calm them down, the apostle tries to find a solution in his letter addressed to the congregation. He wrote them in clear hand that the freedom to which Christ has set them free is a spiritual one, and means freedom for being under the Law. Of course that doesn’t mean an immoral life because Jesus Christ directs us under His Law, which is the law of love. Paul explains to the Galatians what that means. He writes about three requirements in which he summarizes the real meaning of the “law of Christ” (6,2). Since in Jesus counts “only faith working through love” the whole Law in fulfilled in this way. Therefore Christian freedom can be realized if the believer walks by the Spirit, is led by the Spirit, and lives by the Spirit and keeps in step with it. The believer’s responsibility is in keeping this freedom and recognizing those deeds, acts which do not correspond with the law of Christ. However all of these are possible only by and in the presence of the Spirit.



