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A special kind of enterprise: some thoughts on the sui generis nature of co-operatives 

In my thesis I have set out the regulation and the duality of co-operatives’ regulation and their duality, taking into consideration not only the legal but also the economic aspects as well. The main line of my paper is dedicated to the issue of the legal qualification of co-operative societies as sui generis formations. In doing so – putting special emphasis on some former and current Hungarian and international core values and basic principles and the definition of co-operation and their changes – I have tried to prove that the duality of this special kind of legal entity and specific form of enterprise can be materialised in several dimensions. I have considered the individual concordance of the typical features of unions and business organisations, the joint realisation of economic and social challenges because these elements are to be meant as the substance of co-operation. Duality is insoluble, none of the two features can exist without the other one.
In a separate chapter, with the method of historical overviewing, I had a look at the role (possibility and necessity) of state intervention in regard to the co-operatives’ autonomy, in connection with which I drew to the conclusion that being observant of the co-operatives’ autonomy, a supportive and initiative attitude on the part of the state is proper and indispensable not only in the terms of effective operation but also the trust towards co-operation as well. Advocacies, which have intermediary role between the members of co-operatives’ and the state, showing a single and thus successful appearance can launch a positive change in the field of co-operation.
The achievements of my research have proved that we can regard the real co-operatives focusing on collaboration as competitive and solidary kind of enterprises as a result of their specific nature.
Since I found it important to present not only laws and academic books and articles while writing my thesis, I have taken into account also the professional proposals and experience of advocacies and practicing professionals.
 



