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The Strengthening of Community Interests in International Law.

The Second World War has led to basic changes in the international system. As a result of additional subjects and the growing amount of international norms even the function of international law has changed during the past decades. Though the concept of sovereignty still plays a fundamental role in the system it has become less important during the past years. In my paper I would like to prove that it’s an exaggeration and unjustified pessimism to say that the international community cannot manage these changes. The transition of the international society into an international community and the fragmentation of the system together with the still decisive role of the states ensure the right way and pace for the development of international law. Contemporary international law is far from being the „minimal law necessary to enable „state-societies” to act as closed systems internally and to act as „territory-owners” in relation to each other” as Philip Allott described it. The development of international law is headed from tradtitional bilateralism to the strengthening of community interests.



