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The legal aspects of our online data after death

The subject of the study is the legal aspects of our online data after death. In the introductory chapter we refer to some statistics that show, how enormous the amount of the data is we create daily, on the internet. We introduce the motivations which can possibly come up from the aspect of the successors when they are trying to access to the data of the deceased person, just as the reasons why a person want to hide his online data from his relatives for the case of his decease. We review these motivations by the types of the online data.
Thereafter we introduce the two types of the answers to our questions in connection with the topic by the legislative power. At first, the answers of the legal system of the United States, where eight states (Connecticut, Rhode Island, Indiana, Oklahoma, Idaho, Nevada, Virginia, Delaware) have already enacted acts about our topic, and there are three relevant federal laws: one is about the criminal consequences of unauthorized access, one is about the aspects of privacy. The third one regulates exactly the topic of the study.
In the third part of the study we introduce another kind of legislative approach, when the service providers can lay down their own rules and proceedings. We review the effective terms of use regulation through the practice of one of the biggest Hungarian content providers, Origo Zrt., and three of their websites (post.r, [freemail], iWiW). In connection with the topic of netbanking, we review the rules of Erste Bank Zrt. The only issue, which is regulated by the Hungarian legislature is the legal aspects of the “Ügyfélkapu” account after death, which is regulated in a government decree and comes up during the proceeding of the public notary.
At the end of the study, we offer some solutions and techniques for the legislation in Hungary for the future and reconsider our suggestions and statements in the introductory chapter.




