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The main topic of the thesis is the competitive power of towns. The first part of the thesis determines what the competitive power is, and how the competitive power reveals itself among towns. In order for a town to be globally competitive, it must have a large and growing economy, a good legal system, an inviting and productive culture, good infrastructure and it must have good policy on things that determine long-term stability and success, like the environment. This part of the thesis determines how to measure a competitive power of towns. The municipalities get a significant role in the competition: they can tender for development aids and attend in development programmes. Grants are direct financial contributions from the EU budget or from the European Development Fund. They are awarded as donations to third parties that are engaged in external aid activities. The thesis mentions some of these opportunities for development and that the municipalities can apply for these municipal projects. The second part of the thesis examines the connection between two cities: connection between Štúrovo and Esztergom, and what sorts of development have happened among the two towns, which increased their competitive power. The main goal of the thesis is to present development programmes through demonstrating innovations in town Štúrovo and Esztergom. The two towns are situated on the bank of the Danube river at the Slovak-Hungarian border. Cross Border Cooperation is a key priority of the European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument. It aims at reinforcing cooperation between member states and partner countries along the external border of the European Union. The relationship between Esztergom in Hungary and its twin town Štúrovo in Slovakia is almost a thousand years old. The twin cities were connected by the Mária Valéria Bridge from 1895, which was destroyed for the first time in 1919, then again in 1944. With the help of the European Union it was rebuilt in 2001. The Ister-Granum cooperation commenced parallel to the bridge rebuilding. In 2000, the two frontier micro regions (33 settlements) concluded a cooperation agreement. The Ister-Granum Euroregion was later formed in 2003 by 100 local governments. The main goal of the thesis is to analyze the influence of projects realized through Ister-Granum Euroregion.



