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A dead right or a cradle of new possibilities? The right to petiton in present days

The right to petititon can be found in the catalogue of fundamental rights of the Hungarian Constitution. Since the socialist era ended twenty years ago apparently not only the jurists and the Constitutional Court, but the legislator has also forgotten about this right.

On the 1st january 2014 the Act CLXV on the right to petiton of 2013 entered into force. The Act aims to legislate the right to petition comprehensively. The starting point of the present paper is the belief that this right contains more perpectives and possibilities and with adequate rules, it could serve the society more accurately.

With more adequate rules of the the right to petiton, the experiences and recommendations of the people could become known by the Government so they could be used to make legislation and execution better. The right to petition could serve as a weapon against corruption or as a tool to solve problems to individuals.
In addition the paper contains the results of a survey – a sort of survey that has not been published in the past 15 years - which targets to show how the right to petiton functions in practice.



