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The Relation between Performing and Creative Art through the Life’s Work of Zoltán Gyöngyössy

How can we define what being an artist is? What’s the difference between a performing artist and a creative artist? Are these standalone phenomena or are they both more and less present in an artist’s life? When an artist is improvising, does he or she create anything? How can a performance be not only professional but genuine, as well? The above mentioned questions inspired me when I decided to write my dissertation. Apart from guiding the reader through these questions, my main goal was to commemorate the excellent flutist Zoltán Gyöngyössy died in 2011.
The first part of my dissertation is a historical overview featuring the most important composers and musicians in connection with flute from the 18th century. Without attempting to be comprehensive: Johann Joachim Quantz, Theobald Böhm, Amtmann Prosper, the Doppler brothers and István Matuz.
In the second part of my dissertation I am going to present Zoltán Gyöngyössy’s musical activities as an educator, performer and creative artist. In my research I focused on articles published in musical periodicals, Miklos Dolinszky’s conversation with Zoltán Gyöngyössy (published in his book of interviews) and I also relied on personal memories. Furthermore, I interviewed composers who had influence on Zoltán Gyöngyössy. Finally, I examined thoroughly his own written solo pieces and improvisations for flute in order to find the influence of different performing artists in his compositions.



