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The theoretical reconstruction of Vértesszentkereszt Monastery

The theoretical reconstruction of a ruin is like that a puzzle, just in this case all pieces has a story. The aim of the paper is a theoretical reconstruction of the ruin of Vértesszentkereszt Abbey and getting to know it’s history and everyday life with the help of researches and archaeological explorations until now.
The known story of the Benedictine abbey in the Vértes forest (Hungary), which was founded by Csák family, was beginning in 1146, when it is mentioned first. In that time the monastery had a little Romanesque church and a house of monks (I.). In the second part of the 12th century the monks built two brick chapels to the church (II.). At the end of the century the power and property of the Csáks increased, so they could advocate the monastery generously: they built a greater church with a special sanctuary in Hungarian Romanesque architecture (III.) and a new building for the monks (IV.). At the beginning of reign of Charles I of Hungary the Csáks lost their power, and at first the king, after it other families got their estates. The new families neglected the abbey, so the state of the buildings was spoiling, and the number of monks decreased. In 1478 Matthias I of Hungary sent a petition to the pope, that the Dominicans got the monastery, when they get it they restored the building and built new parts too (V.). Soon they made little renovations for increased the comfort of the building and decreased the costs (VI.). In 1543 Tata, the nearest town to the monastery was captured by the Turks, the monks fled and they didn’t go back never again. The state of the monastery was spoiling continuously, a lot of stones were carried away.
From the second part of the 19th century the rescue of the ruined monastery was beginning with researches and small explorations. In the 1970s a great exploration was made with leadership of Éva Kozák, this paper mostly builds upon this knowledge. Until now there wasn’t a full theoretical reconstruction of all the six building periods of the monastery (I-VI., you can see they at the end of the paper), this paper would like to fill this gap.
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