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Moses typology in the Gospel of Matthew

In this paper I would like to look at the relationship of Moses and Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew. Although I use methods from the study of religions in my research, my basic standpoint is from the perspective of New Testament theology.
My starting point is that in some places Matthew describes Jesus as a new Moses. Many times this is not a direct reference, but a hidden one which can be only found in the words or pictures he uses. This parallel can only be found today if we examine other sources from Matthew's time. First, I looked at the origins of Matthew's gospel. In my opinion the writer of the gospel is a Jewish-Christian author, who probably wrote to a bigger church in Syria. The congregation was mostly Jewish-Christian, but there were already people from other backgrounds. The intention of the author is to build this diverse community and encourage them towards mission among the pagans. Typology, which I understand as a particular view of history, was important to Matthew in these topics. After the questions about the origin of the gospel, I looked at the Bible and other contemporary sources to understand how people viewed Moses in the first century. Moses was a centric figure in Jewish religion; he was a prophet, a king, a priest and a lawgiver at the same time. They didn't just respect Moses, they thought of him as someone who is actively present in there life. Then I looked at the Gospel of Matthew and tried to find every story where we can presume the connection of Moses and Jesus. We can find these kinds of stories from the infancy narrative through the Sermon on the Mount all the way until Jesus ascended into heaven. At last, I draw my conclusions about the importance of Moses typology. In my opinion the typology originates from Jesus. This was recognized by the first Christians and by Matthew, and was expressed it in the Gospel. For the Christian community the continuity of Moses and Jesus provided the right attitude towards history; and therefore both Jewish-Christians and non Jewish-Christians could connect to a common past through Christ. Moreover, by connecting the Old Testament to the New, it provided protection against false teaching which was already present in early Christianity. Moses typology was an important part of the faith of Matthew's community and can have significant meaning for us too.



