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The work of Béla Bertók as a bishop and a church organiser

The topic of my paper, as the title shows, is the work of Bishop Béla Bertók as a church organiser and church leader. I chose this topic since in my opinion one can learn a lot form Béla Bertók how to organise the life of the Hungarian reformed church that was beyond the borders of the mother country and became a minority, how to lead it accommodating to the circumstances, what is more, how to build it professionally and with an eye to the future. The aim of my research is to present his organising work and the concept around which he built his work.
There is not any extensive or remarkable paper that deals with Béla Bertók’s life. That is why my research is based on papers and monographs which deal with this church historical period in general, on archives, official reports and on newspaper and periodical articles from the period.
In the beginning of my paper, I will present the historical and church historical antecedents. After this, Béla Bertók’s life is presented in short. This is followed by the description of the Transcarpathian Reformed Church, in which he played an active part from the beginning and towards the end of the process he was a leader of it. After this, I turn to the two main parts of his work that he did for the sake of the inner reformation of the church, namely to the home mission and to the press mission that had to help and was connected to the former. Furthermore, I will shortly deal with the relationship of the state and Bertók, and the Hungarian reformed church in Czechoslovakia and Bertók’s relationship. The paper is closed with the results of the research, from which the most important is that Béla Bertók had a clear vision of the aim and he did not lose heart because of the hopelessness of the situation. He dared to dream big and was never satisfied with the reconstruction of the ecclesiastical conditions, but accommodated to the circumstances and with an eye to the future his aim was the inner reformation of the church, and for the sake of it he tried to provide and mobilize all equipment in a way that he united them in a single system.




