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Myths in Ancient Greek Novels

In this paper, I try to answer the question how the well–known mythical figures and stories are incorporated into the novel Leucippe and Clitophon written by Achilles Tatius. I divided the mythological motifs into three groups according to their context and function.
The first one contains the mythological references mentioned as exempla by the characters of the novel. The second group includes some aitiological stories evoking the mythical past from the present of the plot in order to explain the mythical origin of present events. Finally, I analyse the three ekphraseis describing mythical stories focusing on how the narrator recalls the mythical story while he is commenting on the iconographical elements.



