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An overview of the halachic status of the Transylvanian Sabbatarians in the 19-20th century

In this paper I argue the halachic status of the Israelite-Proselyte Congregation of Bözödújfalu, while giving a short overview on the everyday life of the community in the 19-20th century. Although neither Jewish nor Christian, the Sabbatarians of Transylvania honored the Sabbath and endeavored to uphold most of the Jewish traditions. They were centered in Transylvania – the historical region in central Romania that belonged to Hungary until the Treaty of Trianon was signed in 1920 – in a town called Bözödújfalu. After the Jewish Emancipation Law was accepted in 1867, most members of the community decided to convert to Judaism.
In my work I am writing about the halacha’s standpoint of ’who counts as a Jew’ and point out the basic traits of the Sabbatarian lifestyle which contained all the Jewish habits and traditions.
According to the halacha¸ a person who has a Jewish mother or who has been converted to Judaism counts as a Jew. The act of conversion is a strict and long-lasting procedure, therefore in my research I make an attempt on arguing the validity of the conversions of the Sabbatarians.
As far as I am concerned, the case of this unique religious group could reflect on the issue of the children who were born in ’mixed religious families’ and who have to face the fact of not being considered Jewish halachically. Regardless of their Jewish identity, certain branches of Judaism do not accept them and their immigration to Israel is difficult – sometimes even impossible.
The history of Sabbatarians reflects on a problem that is still in the public awareness of the people, who are related to Judaism in any context.
The religious issues of the past centuries still have their significance in the modern society. My aim is to examine the questions of the past from today’s perspective.



