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The scribes of witchcraft trials in Szeged

In my dissertation I dealt with the historical linguistic examination of witchcraft trials in Szeged. The date and place of origin of the file is known, the documents were made between 1726 and 1744. I read through about 247 pages of Hungarian forced confessions, confessions, convictions, a document of accusation and letters. These original documents preserved in the Csongrád County Archives.
The use of historical sociolinguistics method ensured that I could group and explain the language data. This dissertation mostly presents an examination from the phonological, phonetic point of view. Owing to the formation place I have chosen the most emblematic mark, the ö-dialect to examine. In making this assessment I found that not only Szeged, but also West Pannon dialect is attached. Interpreting it as a kind of reference point; my aim was to examine the presence of West Pannon dialectal region in more detail. It proved that there were some scribes who were not born in Szeged. The history, especially the history of Szeged confirmed my assumption. So basically my goal was to try to separate the scribes of documents by drawing the dialectal characteristics.
The research is extendible to the examination of morphology and syntax, so this paper can be seen as the first phase of a larger work.



