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“Only Pure Sources” is the analysis of middle school, music textbook’s folksong material sources

The topic of my dissertation, “Only Pure Sources” is the analysis of middle school, music textbook’s folksong material sources. The quote from Bela Bartok’s -Cantata Profana ‘s final thought, Bartok means by “pure sources” the ancient, untouched folk music, and for him this value was above all else.
As a future music teacher it’s important for me, that the students also recognise and treasure this ancient cultural value, and by music lessons they get to know all corners of the Carpathian Basin through folk music. For this reason we need to have the indication of exact sources of the folksongs in the textbooks to help the students. I find it extremely important as I have found during my studies, researches and teaching practises in many cases the source in the textbooks are incomplete, incorrect or missing. So I started to investigate and retrieve the original sources of the folksongs in the middle school textbooks.
The result of my research is gathered in an excel sheet included in my dissertation. First of all I have listed the book or collection where I have found the actual folksong, then the point of collection, the name of the person who gathered it and the year of collection.
The summary of the results are divided into five categories
• The information in the textbook are identical to the results of the research
• The information of the textbook are differ from the results of the research
• The textbook didn’t include the source while I have managed to track down the data of source
• Found a different variation other than the textbook included
• Unlike the textbook, didn’t found the indicated source
These five categories cover my findings from all the textbooks I researched. I have found in all books examined songs that the source was missing or was wrong or had a different melody noted.
My researches have highlighted how very important, for our teaching purposes, the clarity of folk music is nowadays. It’s very hard to find the real sources among the many publications and collections, and detect any issues, but I think it’s worth the effort. If music teachers spend some time improving accuracy, both they and the students will benefit from the correct information.
My dissertation is to help this research.





