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Research into the identity of the Hungarians living in Hungary and in Transylvania, and their opinions of each other 

During the autumn of 2013 and the spring of 2014, exchange students from Transylvania spent a month at SZIE ABPK in Jászberény. I faced the fact that they could also speak Romanian, despite that they were Hungarians. That was the moment when I decided that I would like to do some research into their life. My research was carried out in Hungary and in Transylvania. I would like to point out that Hungarians in Transylvania live in blocks, so the results do not characterize every transborder Hungarian. My essay is based on a parallel research in which I demonstrate the opinions of Hungarians in Hungary and in Transylvania simultaneously. Two questionnaires were made. One was made for asking the Hungarians living in Hungary and the other one was made for asking the Hungarians living in Transylvania. In the two questionnaires I put similar questions in the same topic to both groups. The questionnaires were filled out in 8 towns and in 12 spots in Hungary and in 5 towns and 11 spots in Transylvania. In my research, I studied the nationality of those Hungarians in Transylvania and 83 per cent of those who filled out the questionnaires have Hungarian identity and just 14 per cent have dual Hungarian-Romanian identity. Furthermore, I got to know that the parents and the spouses of the responders are also Hungarians. In connection with the language-usage, 99% state that they are Hungarian-speakers. I got to know that 85% can also speak Romanian, and the majority of them (67%) feel like that it was compulsory to learn Romanian. I touched upon the decision of the government in 2010, that transborder Hungarians can get Hungarian citizenship. 66% of the responders took advantage of the government’s decision and they are already Hungarian citizens, and 32% would like to be a Hungarian citizen.
At the end of the questionnaire appears the term „bozgor”. I asked the responders who knew this idiom. As the term originates from Romania, the majority of the Transylvanian Hungarians, 84% know this expression, but to my great surprise, many of Hungarians living in Hungary know this, too.
In the end, I asked the two groups to characterize the other group with two or three features. I set up five hypotheses from which two can be supported and two disproved.



