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Minden amerikai ugyanúgy mondja? Hangvariánsok az amerikai angolban az /ɒ/ fonéma nyíltabbá válása kapcsán

The question of sound change is a common topic discussed by linguists, and North American English is not an exception. Scholars have very different opinions about whether American English is changing or not (Beard, 2013; Labov, 2010).
The aim of this investigation is to prove that a clear distinction exists between West Coast and East Coast American English. For this matter a major phonological sound change, the cot-caught merger, has been chosen to show the difference. We can talk about the cot-caught merger when a speaker merges the vowel sounds /ɒ/, as in /ɡɒt/ in British English, and /ɑː/ as in the word hawk /hɑːk/ in American English resulting in the loss of phonemic distinction (/ɒ/ disappears and both words are pronounced with the /ɑː/ sound) between the two words. The paper presents an acoustic phonetic analysis of 26 Caucasian Americans between the ages of 15 and 25 chosen from YouTube who have participated in a tag called the Accent Tag. Speakers are chosen randomly from both the East Coast and the West Coast.
For the analysis three computer programs have been used. For sound editing Soundforge has been chosen. In some cases the audio samples had to be cut as it makes the further analysis easier to conduct. The orthographic transcriptions have been made with an application called ELAN (The Language Archive). The transcriptions had to be converted into a tab-delimited text file so that it could be analyzed by the next program. The main analysis had been done by an application called FAVE (Forced Alignment & Vowel Extraction) developed at the University of Pennsylvania Linguistics Lab. In two steps a person’s full vowel system can be obtained. For our purpose, just a single vowel of the participants has been analyzed. This method of examination produces so called normalized formant values. These numbers can be compared and with a regression analysis we will be able to draw conclusions.
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