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Emotionality of forbidden words in a first and a second language: The effect of bilingual priming of Hungarian and English taboo words in lexical decision

This paper reports on the processing of Hungarian and English taboo words amongst persons with Hungarian as their first language who have learned English in an institutional environment. Participants had to make decisions on Hungarian or English neutral words in a lexical decision task while being presented Hungarian or English taboo words, neutral words or nonwords as priming stimuli. Our goal was to investigate whether priming taboo words has an effect on lexical decision. 53 subjects responded to target stimuli in both languages in all three priming conditions. Results have shown that participants had increased reaction times to target stimuli in both Hungarian and English when taboo words were primed to them. There has not been any detectable difference between the extent of Hungarian and English taboo-effects. Evidence of correlation between the Hungarian and English taboo-effects could not be found on the basis of our entire sample. However, we found a moderate correlation between Hungarian and English taboo-effects in the case of high proficiency English users.



