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Environmental sustainability in libraries

Sustainability and green approach have become general issues of our times. Libraries transmit information, so they have an important task and role in this issue. Libraries can be successful in the future, only if they correspond the human ecological aspects, and favour the environmentally sustainable thinking. Institutions, that follow this principle can be named „green libraries”. These institutions have been built according to the green building qualifications, and they integrate the sustainable and human ecological approach into their function and services.
Green library quality and qualification are including institution, building, location, collection, approach and services. If all are realized, then the library can be called „green library”. Otherwise, only the „green featured library” name is relevant. There is also an important difference between the green feature of a new library building and the transforming of an existing library building into a greener one. If we choose the latter opportunity, we should take more care for instance about the energy saving, the selective waste collecting and the use of paper.
Besides, libraries have a significant role in environmentally education, which can be more efficient, if it starts during childhood. The example of My Tree House, the Singapurian green library for children presents it very well.
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