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THE ECONOMIC EFFECTS AND IMPORTANCE OF THE PAPRIKA OF SZEGED IN RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

The so-called „Hungaricums” and national values are strongly related to local cultures and can improve the impact of an area. The paprika spice of Szeged is one of the National Values and also a tradition preserving product; furthermore, the paprika spice is a basic ingredient of the Hungarian cuisine that has a huge impact on the Hungarian gastronomy. Nowadays the fertile fields, the levels of processing and the intensity of marketing are all decreasing; however, Hungary has the optimal situation to revive and sustain the agricultural sector.
I investigated the economic and ecological situation of the past 10 years for my thesis. I made an exploratory data analysis to show the effects of joining the European Union on the production of the paprika spice, its profitability and how it is displayed on the sale indicators within Hungary and abroad as well. I also analyzed the current situation and problems of the Hungarian paprika spice sector through the biggest companies on the market to get the answers for the following questions:
Why is it not profitable to produce paprika spice?
What are/were the impacts of joining the European Union on this sector, especially on production, processing and marketing?
What rural development effects does the paprika spice sector have?
I intend to answer these questions based on the statistics and with the interviews I made. During my investigation, I had the chance to examine the basics, the professionalism and the operations of this sector through the most significant companies.
With my investigations and suggestions I would like to give valuable information about the possibilities of development for the stakeholders of the sector. I made assumptions, suggestions in order to help revive and sustain the paprika spice sector.



