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The regional overview of the Szentendre and Vác micro-regions aiming the implementation of the Natúrpark concept

This study aims to develop a regional overview of the settlements within the Szentendre and Vác micro-regions to create an empirical ground for a Naturpark concept. The initiative involves the implementation of complex and sustainable programs based on the well-known and also the newly discovered local resources. Basically we would like to analyze the internal spatial differences which will help us to evolve specialized scenarios for the certain territorial units. The reason of our common work is that we both have experiences in Naturpark initiatives and development strategies regarding this region.
Our goal is to appoint a new direction which includes a cooperative local society but first to measure the applicability of it in the two micro-regions. The examination takes place on settlement level and involves relevant data from the area. Therefore the number of the settlements is obviously too small for the often used methodologies like the Principal Component Analysis or the Cluster Analysis, we have created a special form of Benchmarking Analysis personalized for the comparison of several territories. With the results we were able to point out the centers and the peripheries of the region which will be demonstrated on a self-edited map within the study. According to our opinion the significant center settlements could form the development core of the region and perform the necessary organization and implementation tasks. And for the lagging territories we would like to offer a complex program to solve the most important infrastructural and social problems.
Besides the quantitative research we also wanted to justify our Naturpark notion with a qualitative method so we also measured the needs of the local society with a questionnaire. Just like our previous assumptions these secondary results also showed us that the image of these micro-regions is mainly defined by the lack of cooperation which provides us with a great opportunity to elaborate on a cooperation-grounded concept like the Naturpark itself. Furthermore what we expect from this study is to grow over the usual fact-finding researches and be the first step of a large-scale project.



