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Francogallia: The Question of Omnipotency of the State during the French Wars of Religion


The Wars of Religion and the evolution of the modern state are the most dominant chapters in the history of the 16th-century France. The most significant theoreticians of this period were Jean Bodin and François Hotman. While Jean Bodin was examined the questions of sovereignty, then Hotman was concerned with the issue of tyranny. François Hotman summarized his theories in his Francogallia. This work recounts a historian’s significant activity: it introduces the origin, the language and the history of Franks. In addition, the crucial chapters present the cardinal offices and the institutional frameworks of the French State. These are the general assembly, the parliaments, the connétable and the superintendent, among other things. According to Hotman’s interpretation these institutions prevent the evolution of the tyranny. Hotman’s idea is based on the political and societal doctrines of Calvinism. Our intention is to introduce these thoughts through the analysis of Hotman’s work, which is barely examined by Hungarian literature. 



