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Marriage strategies in a Swabian community in Tokaj-hegyalja, Hercegkút, from the second world war till today


In our rapidly changing, globalized world it become more and more difficult for the communities to keep the old values inherited from the ancestors as the historical roots are further and further.
My paper is centred around the change in the unwritten rules of the marriage strategies influenced by the changes in the second part of the 20th century in Hercegkút, which was founded by Roman Catholic Swabian settlers from Germany in the 18th century.
During my research I divided the marriage strategies into four branches: local endogamy, religious endogamy, ethnic endogamy and endogamy by social status and occupation.
Dividing into four branches is not by accident as not only the marriage strategies of the peoples of Hercegkút, but their whole mentality was determined by that they are Swabians and Roman Catholic in a country where the Calvinist Hungarians were the majority.
The feeling of difference led to a level of seclusion where they married only inside the village, the laws of society haven’t let them to choose a spouse from other villages, of other denominations, or other ethnicities.
This seclusion has been broken by the events on the 20th century, mainly the deportation in 1945 and subsequent laws banning ethnic and religious manifestations.
This process of opening was greatly contributed by young people moving in the cities because of the collectivization where they found their spouse.
In my paper I am searching for the change in the norms shaping the endogamy in this timeframe, and how these changes are represented in charts made according to the marriage registers.And, who are those who still treasure these laws and if they still have power in the young people of Hercegkút in the 21st century.




