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Problems of Representation of the Holocaust

In this paper the functioning of the detective story narrative is analysed in a broad sense (especially the narrative of the so-called anti-detective story) in second generation holocaust representations in literature. The paper argues that trauma is an often hidden experience which is incompatible with traditional narratives and requires non-conventional, specific literary language. Detective story narrative can be assumed as a constituent of such language that can advance identification in receivers who haven’t experienced the trauma personally, thus helping them to understand the functioning of the traumatic experience. The paper presents the analysis of two specific second generation works from the viewpoint of the detective story narrative focusing on their functions and methods: Our Holocaust by Amir Gutfreund and Maus by Art Spiegelman.



