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Social problems of Israel appearing in the 8th century B.C. based on the Book of the prophet Amos

The thesis examines the social problems of Israel appearing in the 8th century B.C. based on the Book of the prophet Amos. In order that the social problems can be studied and understood, the thesis locates the acts of the prophet both in space and time then covers the social problems of Israel in that era. Then the thesis covers the actual problems depicted in the book of the prophet.
Israel struggled with serious social problems in the 8th century B.C. The Book of Amos reports on these problems as the manifestation of an antagonistic society. The prophet shows the deep, unbridgeable gap between the rich and the poor. In order to increase their own well-doing, most of the rich in the country oppressed and exploited the poor. Amos gives several examples on that: traders deceived by false shekels (weights) and balances; the legal system was not for justice but it was in the hands of the mighty; they sold the poor even for a minor debt. Debtors were in the hands of creditors. The poor of the country became severely indebted of which state they were unable to find the way out and they were threatened by the terror of serfdom for debt. They found themselves in a more and more impossible situation while the wealthy upper layer enjoyed the advantages provided by their wealth. The prophet Amos shows that there is a causal nexus between richness and poverty. The Lord God calls the prophet Amos in that situation to announce the judgement to Israel.



