
	[bookmark: nev]DANIEL GABOR PENTEK
theologian-minister of religion
Unified, 7. semester
Károli Gáspár University of the Reformed Church in Hungary
Faculty of Theology
	






Supervisor:
	Jozsef Gyula Zsengeller Phd.
professor and head of department, KRE HTK




Prophecy, cult and royal court in Israel and in Mari. A Comparative Study on the dialogue of Amos and Amaziah and the prophetic texts of the Mari Archives.

In my study I have placed the relations – as described in the Book of Amos (7:10-17) – in the context of the ancient Near-Eastern prophecy. Based on this I have highlighted the relation of the prophet with the cult, with the sanctuary and with the cultic officials as well as with the royal court in the pre-exilic Israel and in the Mari kingdom of the 18th century BC. The comparative analysis has proved that in the mentioned aspect the two cultures share several parallel features. Nevertheless, we cannot assume that the origin of the Israelite prophethood is to be found in Mari; nor can we declare that the cultic context of the prophethood described in the studied verses of Amos could be generalized for the totality of pre-exilic Israelite prophethood. On the other hand, it may safely be asserted that in the ancient Near-East the primary place of delivering prophetic oracles is the sanctuary, and that the priesthood has both administrative and cultic role in the transmission of the prophetic message. It is also shown that the primary addressee of the prophecy is the regal court. The actual forms of these relations may vary in the different cultures.



