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The particularity of the narrative style during reminiscing on emotional situations among preschoolers

Abstract: The aim of our study was to give a comprehensive and clear picture on how a child’s autobiographical memory and socio-emotional development is unfolding through mother-child reminiscing, as well as what influence the individual style of mothers and children have on this process. A special notion was put on what connection can be found between the maternal narrative style and the mentalisational and emotional expression abilities of the mother-child dyad. We believe that the examination of the narratives of a mother-child dyad may get us further into understanding and describing these relationships. This study – being the first to examine mother-child conversations in a hungarian population – can also be regarded as an important novelty among hungarian developmental psychology research. In this study, the positive and negative life situations were analysed in a total of 45 mother-child dyads narratives. Our main question was wether the maternal narrative style influences the occurence of intentional stance and emotion expressing words in their conversations. Our results show, that in negative situations, mostly closed, repetitive questions yield intentional stance, while in positive situations, they also start to appaer during more open, elaborative questions. Intentional stance terms have a greater occurence in negative situations. Emotional expression was more prominent in negative situations, while there was no connection between the elaborative style and emotional expression. The maternal narrative style proved to be more elaborative during positive situations.
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