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The Teaching of Combinatorics in Hungarian Primary Schools from the Complex Experiment of Teaching Mathematics to Our Days

In my competition essay I would like to find out how much and in which way the measure of teaching combinatorics has changed since the beginning of the teaching of this topic, the complex experiment of teaching mathematics.

The parts of the question I examined in this essay are the changing of the rates of combinatorial exercises in student’s books and workbooks, and the changing and difference of the regulation of the curriculum from classes 1 to 6. My examination includes combinatorial problems that are themselves in the books and problems that are connected with other mathematical topics besides combinatorics.
In addition I analysed the exercises of the entrance exams of the six- and eight-grade grammar schools from the aspect of the combinatorial content.
I arrived at two important conclusions after summarizing the data. First, based on books I examined the rates of combinatorial exercises in student’s books and workbooks are less nowadays than they were at the time of the complex experiment of teaching mathematics.
The second surprising relation is that the rate of combinatorial exercises is considerably bigger in the entrance exams than in student’s books and workbooks.



