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The Sacralization Of Zionism And The Examination Of Political Consequences In The Framework Of Political Theology

The aim of the essay is to try to explain Israel’s domestic and foreign policy steps through an examination of the ideology of Zionism as a political theology. Israel’s foreign policy moves are often difficult to explain in the theoretical framework of traditional international relations (liberalism, realism, constructivism), so it is necessary to apply new approaches such as political theology.
The development of the Jewish state is decisively determined by the ideology of Zionism leading to the establishment of the state, the prevailing of its various tendencies. While in the period following the establishment of the early Ali and the state, political Zionism, which was considered secular, prevailed, from the 1970s onwards, the rise of religious Zionism became dominant. The essay focuses on the extent to which the strengthening of religious elements in politics can be considered a sharp dividing line in Israeli political history, whether we can speak of a completely secular period in terms of Zionism, or in the theoretical framework of political theology. They have always been present in the Zionist movement, so whether the dominance of overtly religious Zionism can be considered a natural process.
To this end, Carl Schmitt’s political theology provides the political theory framework for the study, which is accompanied by an overview of the political history of the developmental history of Zionism, highlighting key thinkers in terms of political and religious Zionism. It then examines the extent to which Zionism can be considered a truly secular ideology, considering aspects of political theology. Following a theoretical study, the possible policy implications of the study results are identified.
By examining of the essay, several statements can be made regarding its subject. On the one hand, that Zionism can be reconciled with the aspects of Carl Schmitt’s political theology and can thus be seen as an appropriate framework for examining Zionism. It can be stated that Zionism, considered secular, cannot be separated from the traditions of Judaism to be truly sharply contrasted with an ideology considered secular. This may also explain how religious Zionism may have become so dominant that, in terms of conclusions, it was not secular ideology that became sacred, but the extent of religious influence in Zionism that increased decisively.



