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Examining fake news behaviour from an economics perspective

In the second part of the paper, I present secondary and primary data, as well as analyses and conclusions. Secondary data will show the importance of fake news as a research area and aspects that contribute greatly to the spread of fake news. Such aspects include the number of people reached by fake news, the platforms on which it is published, and its frequency of publication. The primary research consisted of two questionnaires to test independent hypotheses. The first questionnaire examines the perceived accuracy, reliability, and truth level of climate change fake news through the lens of heuristic and systematic information processing. The relationship between attitudes towards climate change and heuristic and systematic information processing is also explored in the first questionnaire. Furthermore, I investigated how climate change attitudes affect the perceived accuracy, reliability, and truth level of climate change fake news. In the second questionnaire, I examined the relationship between cognitive ability and the believability of climate change fake news and analyzed the relationship between cognitive ability and the willingness to share climate change fake news. After analyzing the questionnaires, I presented the conclusions and suggested future research opportunities on the topic.



